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MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT  

Our mission is to en-Our mission is to en-

sure that students sure that students 

will find their purpose will find their purpose 

and become success-and become success-

ful, lifelong learners ful, lifelong learners 

and positive contribu-and positive contribu-

tors in a changing tors in a changing 

world.world.  

Recently, many teachers have asked students in their classrooms what they are 
thankful for.  During this season, this acƟvity is as much a part of our classrooms as 
drawing a turkey on a child’s handprint.     

A central theme in our mission and vision for our school district is that everyone 
will be growing and improving.  It is important to get beƩer every day.  However, we 
must be careful to ensure that this aƫtude of improvement not keep our focus only on 
the negaƟves.  One way we do this is by being thankful; by living in the moment, cele-
braƟng the posiƟves, and being thankful for what we have. 

I am thankful to be a part of such a great school district staff.  We have a com-
miƩed group of educators who conƟnually focus on what is best for kids.  We have 
great kids, engaged families, and a supporƟve community.  I 
am grateful to be a part of this community and school dis-
trict. 

Another thing I am thankful for is the absence of 
poliƟcal ads on my television.  Perhaps now that the elec-
Ɵon is over, we can confront the reality of the fiscal situa-
Ɵon in Kansas.  Last July, legislators expected to end this 
fiscal year with a balance of $29 million in the state’s gen-
eral fund.  This was bad enough considering that state law 
requires the ending balance to be about $450 million.   

However, these budget esƟmates have recently 
been revised and the situaƟon is much worse than previous-
ly thought.  Current esƟmates are that the state budget will 
have a shorƞall of $279 million by July.  The state cannot end the year with a negaƟve 
balance so this means that $279 million must be cut from this year’s budget. 

Since K-12 educaƟon makes up about half of the state’s general fund budget, it 
is difficult to see how legislators can fix the budget situaƟon without cuƫng school 
funding.  In his campaign, the governor told voters he would not cut public educaƟon 
this year.  We will see if this promise holds true in the coming months.  This will be an 
important issue for the governor and legislators to address in the upcoming session.   

Winter weather is upon us.  When adverse weather makes it necessary to close 
or delay school, every effort will be made to make this decision by 5:45 am on a school 

day. When school is cancelled, all school acƟviƟes and pracƟces will also 
be cancelled or postponed. School may be delayed by two hours if it is 
anƟcipated that driving condiƟons will improve. If school is delayed, 
there will be no morning preschool. Once students are in the building, 
school will be dismissed early only in extreme cases. 
School closing/delay informaƟon will be sent to parents and staff via the 

school messaging system, school website, social media feeds, and on major TV staƟons. 
Please contact the school office if you need more informaƟon about the messaging sys-
tem or check the district website for addiƟonal informaƟon. 

Con nued on page 2 >>>>> 
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Winter weather also presents us with a challenge for outdoor recess.  Recess is an important part of 

the school day for students.  To make sure parents and school staff have a common knowledge regarding 
recess, St. John Elementary will use the following guideline regarding recess during the winter months: recess 
will be outdoors unless the projected wind chill is 15 degrees or below or there is significant falling moisture.  
Recess will also be indoors if there is a significant amount of snow on the ground. 

Parents should keep this in mind when sending children to school each day.  We encourage students 
to wear a winter coat, gloves, a stocking hat, warm socks, and shoes/boots to school each day.   Other than 
certain excepƟons, like a medical issue, all students are expected to go outdoors for recess so proper aƫre is 
a must.  Parents should contact the elementary office with quesƟons about this. 

As always, if you’d like to visit about any of these topics or have other quesƟons or concerns, I can be 
reached at 620-549-3564 or meyerj@usd350.com.  I am proud to be a Tiger and proud to serve USD 350 with 
Purpose, Passion, and Pride. 

-Josh Meyer – USD 350 Superintendent  

How to Become Santa  
in One Easy Step 

Have you ever envied those millionaires or 
movie stars who could bestow huge, generous 
gifts on the deserving people out there, some-
where?  Have you wished you could be an anon-
ymous Santa bringing joy to kids on Christmas 
morning? Do you just love that red suit and jolly 
old elf personality? 

Well, perhaps your belly is more like 
jelly than you’d wish.  Perhaps you 
wouldn’t care to be on a snowy, slip-
pery rooftop and are just plain afraid of 
tight, dark spaces like chimneys.  And, 
who knows where to find flying rein-
deer these days?   

Perhaps you know there are plenty 
of kids out there who also have wishes- -kids 
who look at the glittering store windows and 
dream of gaily wrapped packages underneath 
their very own trees.  These are certainly the 
very kids who see their classmates come to 
school in new jeans and hear about THEIR 
Christmas trees surrounded by packages.  In fact 
there are about 40 such children in Stafford 
County- -kids whose Christmas will be rather 
bleak this year.   

And, in spite of not being a millionaire or rich 
movie star, you can brighten their holidays with a 
donation to Stafford County Secret Santa Fund.  
It doesn’t matter that you are not rich or famous 
(or able to command reindeer).  Your help is --
in spite of the fact that your wheat crop was ra-
ther poorly or you didn’t get a Christmas bonus 
from old Scrooge-- urgently needed. 

Santa’s Secret Helpers --armed with sizes and 
wish lists- -use YOUR donation to buy 
new outfits, socks, and underwear for 
these 40-some kids.  They then wrap 
and deliver the packages in time for 
Christmas.  Why, Ol’ Saint Nick 
couldn’t be prouder! 
If you want to be a Santa you can 
make a donation to Secret Santa Fund.   
Just bring it (or mail it) to Ms. Marla 

Irvine at the St. John Elementary School office.  
(She is, in fact, one of Santa’s elves- -but tries to 
keep it a secret.)  One hundred percent of 
donated funds benefit children in Stafford 
County.   

If you do decide to give to these kids this 
Christmas, you and “Mama in her kerchief” will 
both sleep well this long winter’s night. 

If you have questions, please contact Andrea 
Sayler-Siefkes siefkes@usd350.com .  
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SJHS FCCLA Food Bank Bowl 2014 

T he cool, breezy autumn air did not keep the ‘girls of fall’ away at the SJH FCCLA Powder Puff Food 
Bank Bowl on November 7th.  Following the crowning of Queen Yolanda (Klayton) Rodarmel and King 

Weegee Ray(Tara) Nelson , the Blue team of seniors and sophomores kicked off to the White team of juniors and 
freshmen. The Blue Team was quick to score on a pass-run play.  Forty minutes of non-stop play ticked by quickly 
with the Blue team winning 14-12. The crowd was also entertained by the chants and dancing by the boy cheerlead-
ers. Thanks to all that participated, donated and attended the game. SJH FCCLA collected almost 350 items of 
food and $70 dollars from hot chocolate sales which was delivered and  donated to the Second Mile Food Bank, 
located at the Methodist Church, St. John.  
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 * 

SPECIAL 

MEAL DEAL! 

At Dec. 5th  

St. John 

Vs. Skyline  

Basketball game 

$5.00 
 

Meal includes yummy 
LOADED BAKED POTATOES 

 & CAKE WITH ICE CREAM!! 
 

Also regular concession items for sale.  
   Proceeds benefit Secret Santa Fund 

 
 

[    ]          



USD #350 ST JOHN 
505 N BROADWAY 
ST JOHN KS 67576 
 
 
     ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 
 

ST.  JOHN JR/SR HIGH 
(620)  549-3277 
 
Mike Burgan 

Principal / AD 
Zoe Staub 
Diane Burgan 

Jr/Sr High Secretaries 

School Contact Information 

ST.  JOHN ELEMENTARY 
(620)  549-3518 

 
Travis Olive 

Principal 
Marla Irvine 

Secretary / Board Treas. 
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